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The term ' musk' is loosely applied to a number of products of both animal and vegetable origin characterized by the peculiar odour of the true perfume. Musk proper is the dried secretion from the preputial follicles of the musk deer or Moschus moschiferus. The animals are found in China, Russia, Assam, Central Asia and in the pine forests and inaccessible cliffs of the Himalayas at elevations of about 8,000 feet. Musk is found in these animals only in the rutting season and is undoubtedly for the purpose of attracting the female. The season during which musk is present in the skin gland covers about one month, and in order to secure the valuable secretion of the gland the animal must be caught in that period. No musk is obtainable from animals in the other seasons of the year. The contents of the pod vary in bulk with the age of the animal. A yearling yields scarcely any musk and a two-year old fawn has in its skin gland contents one-eighth of an ounce of musk, which is milky, and has an unpleasant smell. A full-grown buck gives about two ounces, but specimens containing one-third to one-half of an ounce of musk are [June, 1932 not uncommon. The material is found embedded in a sac which is oval or round with a diameter of about 1% inches; the upper surface is flat with a smooth membrane and the under surface is covered with stiff hairs arranged concentrically round a small opening. Though the quantity is small, the odour is so strong that it can be perceived at a distance when the animal is shot and it is said that the hunters very frequently suffer from the strong odour emanating from the fresh musk and that it acts deleteriously on the nervous system, eyesight and hearing. Chinese traders say that the best kind of musk is not obtained from captured animals, but is gathered from the favourite haunts of the deer after the rutting season, when the animal breaks the gland with its hoofs and empties the contents on the ground. Musk of this kind is extremely difficult to find and is, therefore, rarely seen on the market. We are grateful to Dr. S. Ganguly, m.b., for his help in connection with this work.
